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THE WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER THANKS THE COMMUNITY 

SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY 
WRC HOLD FORUM ON 

SEXUAL ASSAULT 
 
A special thank you to Geri Barber 
for her participation in the WRC 
Susquehanna County Sexual 
Assault Healing and Justice Forum.  
 
Geri has been associated with the 
Women’s Resource Center for 
almost 20 years beginning as a 
student intern, then joining the staff 
and going on to become a volunteer.  
She is currently on faculty at the 
University of Scranton, and 
continues to support WRC by 
assisting with its Volunteer/Intern 
Training Programs each fall.   

upstate New York, Vermont and 
New Hampshire under the BiLo, 
 P & C, and Quality trade names. 
BiLo Foods in Hallstead, Susque-
hanna County, teamed up with WRC 
in June to highlight the 2006 “Caring 
for Children” Campaign locally.  
 
During the BiLo Foods “Caring for 
Children” Campaign two drawings 
were conducted by WRC for prize 
baskets donated by area merchants 
and supporters. Winners drawn 
were Betty Purtell of Hallstead and 
Rita Dropp of Susquehanna. Local 
donors included Montrose Country 
Store, Dobb’s Country Kitchen, 
Chocolates by Leopold, and WRC.   
 
Tragically as the Campaign ended, 
the BiLo in Hallstead was flooded in 
3 feet of  Susquehanna River water 
and mud.  The store manager, Ken 
Grimes, and the employees were 
greatly effected by the flooding of 
their employment and their homes. 
The BiLo store in Hallstead has 
been a strong ally in community 
education in Susquehanna County 
and their success is vital to the com-
munity. WRC wishes them speedy 
recovery from the flooding. 

The Women’s Resource Center would like to take the opportunity to say “Thank You” and highlight many of the events 
that have helped support the work of WRC during this past year.  
 
We thank both individuals and community groups that have taken the time and energy to organize events for the benefit 
of the Women’s Resource Center, participated in programs and forums or helped us in updating the materials we offer 
the community for education and prevention programs.  
 
Whether they helped us in organizing an event, a class project, participated in a forum or gave us an hour to assist us in 
developing materials for different age groups, we are deeply grateful for their support and contribution.  
 
Unfortunately, we do not have enough space in the newsletter to thank everyone that has helped, but here is a sampling 
of our supporters.   

SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY 
2006 CARING FOR  

CHILDREN CAMPAIGN IN  
 
The “Caring for Children” Campaign 
was launched in 2000 by Penn Traf-
fic to bring awareness to child abuse 
and to provide information to com-
munities about what to do when 
abuse is suspected.  The Penn Traf-
fic Company operates 114 super-
markets in Pennsylvania, central and 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 
Dear WRC Supporters, 
My colleagues and I are encouraged 
by Tim Dahlberg’s commentary in 
the June 29 Times-Tribune regarding 
Brett Myers and the Philadelphia 
Phillies. 
 
Mr. Dahlberg, a national sports 
writer, is holding Brett Myers ac-
countable for his alleged violent 
crime. His words are noteworthy for 
several reasons. First, one man is 
holding another man responsible for 
his violent crime against a woman. 
As an advocate for battered women, 
I believe as a society we can be suc-
cessful in our efforts to end violence 
against women when men hold men 
accountable for crimes targeted at 
women. Men have the power to stop  
male violence against women.  
 
Mr. Dahlberg also highlighted the 
Phillies “indifference” to domestic 
violence. He voiced his outrage by 
the lack of action on the part of the 
Phillies management. They have the 
power and the resources to take the 
lead on the story by sending a strong 
public message condemning domes-
tic violence. I applaud his outrage. 
 

 

(continued on page 5) 
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UNITED WAYS “ SUCCESS BY SIX”  
 
The Women’s Resource Center participated in the PA One Book 
Project by reading the book “ Inside Mouse, Outside Mouse”  with 
the students at Sunshine and Rainbow Day Care Center in Moo-
sic recently. 

 
The Women’s Resource Center, a United Way member agency, 
is always happy to participate in these community events. 
 
Photo courtesy of Mario Cella, Sunshine & Rainbows Day Care, 
Teacher, Nicole Stanton, students, Deivn J., Jaqueline L., Jasmin 
S, Katelyn T., Lauren H., Collin P., Madison H., Grace S., Dor-
seylane R., Eric R., Zachary D., Ijak K., Anjali K. and Brian M. 
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JUNIOR LEAGUE OF SCRANTON HOLDS FUNDRAISER 
 
The Junior League of Scranton held a fundraiser for the 
Women’s Resource Center at the Tripp House.  The 
“Birthday Pantry Cocktail Party” was coordinated by Junior 
League members, and WRC staff. The event benefited the 
WRC Safehouse residents, primarily the children forced to 
spend a birthday away from their home and friends.  
Donations included party supplies, gift certificates, 
children’s’ gifts, and a custom built cabinet for the supplies 
to be stored at the Women’s Resource Center.  
 
The overwhelming generosity and outpouring of support 

was greatly appreciated. The Junior League helped to make these children’s’ birthdays very special occasions.  
 
First Row: Michelle  Politio, Christal Gentile, Amy Frick, Michelle Dickson, Keri VanderHayden, Heather Armstrong, 
Becky  Schnoover Second Row: Lauren White*; Tracy Williams; Loriann Fontanella*; Kristin Hennigan, Allison Murray 
 * Event Co-chairs 

WEST SCRANTON HIGH SCHOOL DONATES TO WRC 
 

The Family and Consumer Class at West Scranton High 
School made toiletry bags and donated them to the 
Women’s Resource Center. Pictured kneeling left to 
right: Jennifer Hill, Maria Rivera, Rosanna Garcia, Chris-
tina Vazquez, Richard Maldonado, Stevie August, Ciera 
Kizer, Bethany Lysak and Mariah McAndrew. Standing: 
Joanie Roskos, Teacher, Tarsean Neal, Brian Lewis, 
Steven Cifuentes, Lorin Kramer, Dan Hannon, Shawn 
Bodtman, Jason Chuff, Lisa Venturi, Mary Theresa 
O’Malley Ruddy, Library Assistant and WRC volunteer, 
Ginna Gilroy, Education Specialist Women’s Resource 
Center, Kevin Rogan, Principal.  
 
In addition to the items made by the class, Mrs. Ruddy 
organized a book drive in the school library.  Several 

boxes of childrens’ books were donated to the Women’s Resource Center as a result of Mrs. Ruddy’s efforts. A 
special thanks to the librarian, Cathy Muldoon, for her support. 
 
Thank you all for the wonderful donations.  
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL GREAT CHEFS 
 
Great Chefs XVI , WRC’s Annual Fund-
raiser, was held at the Radisson Hotel 
on May 2, 2006 with an attendance of 
more the 400 people.  The event was 
chaired by Claudia Naismith, President 
of the WRC Board of Directors. 
 
A great evening was had by all given 
the talents of Julie Sidoni, WNEP-TV 16 
personality and emcee for the evening, 
and Sheelah Kaye Stepkin, owner and 
chef of Torte Knox, Hawley, Pennsyl-
vania.  Pictured from left to right are 
Julie Sidoni, WNEP-TV 16 on air per-
sonality and emcee along with Sheelah 
Kaye Stepkin, stirring up a batch of  
Sheelah’s Famous Buttermilk Biscuits. 
 
The $60,000 proceeds to date for the evening were made possible by the support and generosity of many 
businesses and organizations who placed advertisements in the event program, or became donors on the 
Community or Corporate Sponsor level for this event. 
 
We express our heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to the success of the evening. 

SUGGESTED READING and RESEARCH SITES 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Reading is a powerful means to an enlightened, bright and supportive citizenry. Oppressive 
governments and institutions know this, as books have historically been one of the first 
mediums of communication to be censored or destroyed when war or siege is undertaken. 
With this thought, the Women©s Resource Center is providing this Suggested Reading and 
Research Site list as a gesture of thanks to those in the community for paying attention, for 
taking care, and seeking answers to crimes of violence against women. 

This list is certainly not exhaustive of what is available regarding the issues of domestic 
violence, sexual violence, and the women©s movement. Consider this a beginning. If you have 
read these and are seeking further suggestions, feel free to consult with your librarian. 

Fiction 
Atwood, Margaret. The Handmaid©s Tale. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 
1985. Doyle, Roddy. The Woman Who Walked into Doors. Viking, 1996.  
Fowler, Connie May. Before Women Had Wings. New York: G. P. Putnam©s 
Sons,  1996.  
French, Mariryn. The Women©s Room. New York: Summit Books, 1977.  
Hamilton, Jane. Book of Ruth. Doubleday, 1988,  
Hoffman, Alice. Here on Earth. New York: Putnam, 1997.  
Quindlen, Anna. Black & Blue. New York: Random House, 1998.  
Quindlen, Anna. One True Thing. New York: Random House, 1994.  
Sharp, Paula. Crows Over Wheatfield. Hyperion, 1996. 
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Walker, Alice. Possessing the Secret of Joy. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992. Walker, Alice. 
The Color Purple. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1982.  
Walker, Alice. In Love& Trouble: Stories of Black women. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1973. 

Non-Fiction 
Browne, Angela. When Battered Women Kill. New York: The Free Press, 1987. 
Clarke, Rita-Lou. Pastoral Care of Battered Women. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1986. 
Davis, Angela Y. Violence Against Women and the Ongoing Challenge to Racism. Lantham: Kitchen 

Table Women of Color Press, 1987. 
Davis, Diane. Something is Wrong at My House: A book about parents fighting. Parenting Press, 
 1985.  
DeBecker, Gavin. The Gift of Fear. New York: Dell Publishing, 1997.  
Dobash, R. Emerson and Russell P. Dobash. Women, Violence & Social Change. New York: Routledge, 

1992.  
Evans, Patricia. The Verbally Abusive Relationship: How to recognize it and how to respond.  

Holbrook, MA: Adams Media Corporation, 1996. 
Ferrato, Donna. Living With the Enemy. New York: Aperture, 1991.  
Finkelhor, David and Kersti Yllo. License to Rape: Sexual abuse of wives. New York: The Free Press, 
 1985. 
French, Marilyn. The War Against Women. New York: Summit, 1992.  
Gondolf, Edward. Man Against Woman: What every woman should know about violent men. 

Bradenton, FL: Human Services Institute, 1989. 
Gondolf, Edward and E. Fisher. Battered Women as Survivors. New York: Lexington Books, 
 1988.  
 Groth, Nicholas. Men Who Rape. New York: Plenum Press, 1979.  
Hagan, Kay Leigh (Ed.). Women Respond to the Men©s Movement: A feminist collection. San 

Francisco: Pandora-Harper Collins, 1992.  
Hingsburger, Dave. Just Say Know. Quebec, Canada: Diverse City Press, 
 1995. 
Island, David and Patrick Letellier. Men Who Beat the Men Who Love Them: Battered gay men and 

domestic violence. New York: Harrington Park-Hawthorne Press, 1991. 
Jones, Ann. Next Time She©ll Be Dead: Battering and how to stop it. New York: Beacon Press, 1993. 
Jones, Ann and Susan Schechter. When Love Goes Wrong: What to do when you can©t do anything right. 

WISH LIST 
 

New Arm Chair  
 

New Comforters    10 - Twin size each item 
New Plastic Mattress Covers  12 – Double size each item 
 

New Bed Pillows  
20 Regular size 
 

Long Distance Calling Cards Both Domestic & International 
 

School Supplies & Uniforms 
Gift Cards for retailers selling school uniforms are also acceptable and appreciated. 
 

SPECIAL REQUEST 
Call Peg directly if you or someone you know can help our building Maintenance Supervisor, Sam with yard 
work.  Peg can be reached at (570) 346-4460 x 203 
 
A more detailed “Wish List” is available at www.wrcnepa.org  listed under “Community Action”  
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and become a sponsor of and send 
a representative to the Dec. 7 Sum-
mit on Domestic Violence in Work-
place taking place in Harrisburg, or-
ganized by the Pennsylvania Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence. 
 
Lastly, they should be proactive and 
fund a public service campaign fo-
cusing on healthy relationships and 
reinforcing messages that violence 
against women is never acceptable, 
no matter who you are or what you 
do for a living. 
 
PEG RUDDY 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

SCRANTON WOMEN’S  
ORGANIZATION FOR  

REFERRAL NETWORKING 
SPONSORS  

CHILDRENS PAGEANT 
 
The Scranton Women’s Organization 
for Referral Networking sponsored 
the First Annual “Oh, You Beautiful 
Doll” Children’s Pageant benefiting 
the Women’s Resource Center.  
 
S.W.O.R.N. is a non-profit organiza-
tion that supports women in business 
and raises awareness of community 
programs in need.  
 
The three categories of entrants in-
cluded children from 6 months to 
under 2 years, 2 and 3 year olds, 
and 4 and 5 year olds.  
 
The pageant was hosted by New 
Seasons at Clarks Summit, and Ma-
rissa Burke of WNEP was the an-
nouncer.  
 
In addition to the prize winners in 
each category, every child was given 
a gift for their participation that day.  
 
The Women’s Resource Center is 
very grateful to have benefited from 
the proceeds of this event. 

SHARON CRAIG  
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

AWARD 
 

The Sharon Craig Community Ser-
vice Award is being presented to 
Kay Price. Kay completed her volun-
teer training in November 2004, and 
has been an active volunteer since 
that time. In her first six months as a 
volunteer, she gave more than 350 
hours working in several areas of 
services offered by the Women’s 
Resource Center.  
 
In addition to her commitment to 
working with the Women’s Resource 
Center, Kay is involved in several 
local organizations including, 
SCOLA, serving St. Mary’s of Avoca 
as their Sunday School Director, 
and a member of the Diocese of 
Scranton Catholic Committee on 
Scouting. She was employed by Bell 
Telephone for more than thirty 
years.  
 
She and her husband John have 

The Phillies organization has a his-
tory of inaction around domestic vio-
lence. Four years ago, former Red 
Baron Marlon Byrd punched his girl-
friend and dragged her around by 
her hair in front of his teammates in 
the parking lot of Lackawanna 
County Stadium. The actions Phillies 
management took were appalling. 
Mr. Byrd was allowed to board the 
bus to Rhode Island for the playoffs 
and was eventually promoted from 
Triple A to major league baseball. 
 
So, what should the Phillies and 
other major league teams do? 
 
They should make sure that Mrs. 
Myers and the families of their ath-
letes are safe and that information 
about domestic violence hotlines, 
shelters and community resources is 
available. 
 
They should consult with domestic 
violence experts to become edu-
cated on the dynamics of intimate 
partner violence, and to develop and 
implement policies and protocols that 
take a clear stand against the use of 
violence by their players. 
 
They should create hiring and train-
ing requirements for their players 
and staff and develop and promote 
standards of conduct that penalize 
those who commit abusive acts. 
 
They should include provisions in 
players’ contracts spelling out that 
any violations will be met with sanc-
tions commensurate with the seri-
ousness of the offense, such as 
fines, suspension or termination.  
 
They should offer a donation to sup-
port domestic violence shelters, ser-
vices and hotlines in Pennsylvania 

 
two adult daughters, both living out-
side of Northeast PA.  Kay and John 
will be celebrating their 35th wedding 
anniversary on July 17th of this year.  
 
Thank you Kay, for joining us in our 
resolution to end violence against 
women and children.  Your effort 
brings us one step closer to a vision 
of a world free from violence.    
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
Volunteers are needed to spend 
time with Safe House residents, 
provide legal accompaniment, an-
swer hotline calls, and assist with 
community events and office du-
ties.   
 
Volunteers must complete a 65 
hour training course as mandated 
by the state.  They must also be 
able to attain Act 33 & 34 clear-
ances.  If you are interested in vol-
unteering, an application can be 
downloaded from the WRC web 
site at www.wrcnepa.org “Get In-
volved”, or call the 346-4460 x 239 
to have the volunteer information 
and application mailed.  

SPECIAL THANKS 
 
WRC extends special thanks to 
Kenda Svodoba for her assistance 
in developing new materials for 
teens.  Kenda gave her time to 
review a video as a teen peer. The 
opportunity to get feedback from 
the targeted age group is 
invaluable, and it is greatly 
appreciated.   
Thank you Kenda.  


