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OCTOBER ISDOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and as the Women® Resource Center entersits 30" year we have
seen tremendous change, but yet the need for the Center and the need to continue to create awareness grows.

We continue to work to remember those who have lost their lives to domestic violence, to recognize that many women
and children struggle to survive continual violencein their lives. We continue to work to change laws to better protect

the women and children that we serve.

Y our continued support and partnering with usin helping to eliminate violence in the lives of women and childrenis as

critical today as ever.

An Anonymous L etter from a Battered Woman

I have no family and friends here.
He abused me mentally, verbaly and
physically. He threatened to kill me,
deport me and divorce me. Hetried
to provethat | am crazy. He
threatened me that if | tell the police,
they will not believe me. He warned
me that if | try to tell anyone about
the abuse, he will make my life more
of ahell. In my culture, divorceis
not aviable option and it is viewed
as the woman at fault always. He
used to often threaten me by
demanding more money from my
family. He left me with no money

and then filed for divorce. | tried to
get help from police and other
organizations but no one helped until
| called WRC in Scranton. They
helped me in all possible ways they
could. | was afraid to cometo the
Safe House since | thought it to be
the kind of shelter back in my
country in which women areill
treated, abused sexually and or
physically and there is drugs and
progtitution going on in it. But when
| took a chance and came to the Safe
House, | realized that what WRC
told me about the Safe House was

true. It isactualy asafe placeto
live. They treat women very

well .The WRC dtaff are very
caring, kind- hearted and helpful
people. They are thereto help
women who are victims of
domestic violence and sexual
assault. They do agreat job and are
trust worthy too. They respect the
confidentiality of their clientswho
are battered women. They actually
help women to get back their lives
and become independent and able
to support themselves.

L ocal Women Recelve Statewide Recognition for Work to End Domestic Violence

Two Lackawanna County and one
Susguehanna county women are
among 30 Remarkable Women who
were honored at aluncheonin State
College by the Pennsylvania
Coadlition Against Domestic
Violence (PCADV) and its state
network of domestic violence
programs, in celebration of the
organization's 30th anniversary as
the nation’ sfirst state domestic
violence coalition.

Judy Copeland, ACSW of The
Women'’s Resource Center , Dr.

Elizabeth Randol of Scranton,
Pennsylvania and Susan Gesford of
Montrose, Pennsylvania have been
selected by The Women’s Resour ce
Center for inclusion in the
Codlition’s Tribute to Women
Making Domestic Violence History
in recognition of their effortsto
respond to and end domestic
violence. Judy Copeland isa Senior
Counselor Advocate with the
Women'’s Resource Center , Dr.
Liz Randol isthe Director of the
Jane Kopas Women’s Center at

(Continued on page 2)
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Pictured left to right
Susan Gesford, Peg Ruddy, Judy
Copeland and Dr. Elizabeth Randol
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the University of Scranton and
Susan Gesford isthe Editor of the
Susguehanna County I ndependent

newspaper.

The tribute to the 30 Pennsylvania
women will acknowledge their
contributions that not only helped to
change systems, shift attitudes and
enlist alies, but also transform
futures. The scope of their
achievementsis evident in the halls
of the Capital, in courtrooms, health
care settings, in college and high
school classrooms, and in
communities across the
Commonwealth. Susan Kelly-Dreiss,
executive director of PCADV, noted
“The honorees have used their
talents to establish domestic violence
programs, build shelters, raise public
awareness, provide advocacy, ensure
victims' rights, moblize
communities, pursue justice, develop
safety plans, secure funding,
strengthen laws, prosecute abusers,
improve health care response and
educate students, friends, neighbors
and the general public.”

“Today, so many more domestic
violence victims in Pennsylvania
now know that when they arein
crisis, they have places to shelter
them, advocates to counsel them and
ahost of servicesto support them as
they attempt to rebuild their lives
free of violence” Kelly-Dreiss
added.

Margaret A. Ruddy, Executive
Director, said that the Women’s
Resour ce Center is proud to join
with PCADV in celebrating Judy,
Susan, and LizZ's legacy of peace
and justice.

(A complete list of the honorees can
be found under Hot News at
www.pcadv.org)

Special Thanks

The Women's Resource Center of
Susguehanna County extends its
gratitude to District Attorney Jason
Legg for his participation in the
Sexual Assault Healing and Justice
Forum events recently held herein
Susquehanna County. District
Attorney Legg continues to share

his knowledge of the law and legal
procedures with us and we have
valued hisinput at the clergy
breakfasts during the planning of our
clergy training.

The Susquehanna WRC office
would aso like to say a specid
thanks to volunteer Pat Friedman for
her dedication and commitment to
the Susquehanna County program
participants. Shejoined our officein
March and has spent many hours

hel ping our office run more
smoothly. Thanks Pat!

Santa Snippersis Coming!

The Women' s Resource Center
Association will be announcing the
details for the 17" Annual Santa
Snippers Fundraiser which will be
held at Empire Beauty School,
Moosic, Pennsylvania on Sunday,
December 3, 2006

Watch your mail and our web site
for details.
WWW.Wrcnepa.org

WRC Events & Exhibitions of “ An Empty Place at the Table’

An Empty Place at the Table Exhibit: 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Gunster Hall - Trophy

October 5

exhibit. Open to campus and community free.
An Empty Place at the Table Exhibit: 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. IHM Center located next to

October 23

Room, University of Scranton. The Jane Kopas Women'’s Center is sponsoring the

Marywood University. 6:00 p.m. exhibit hour for Table family members and their

friends, followed by a program at 7:00 p.m. Open to community free.

An Empty Place at the Table Exhibit: 6:00 p.m. Lackawanna County Trolley Museum in

October 25

Scranton. Exhibit will be part of a health conference sponsored by the Lackawanna

County Commission for Women contact the commission at 570 963-6750

Conference: “Stalking & Use of Technology in Incidents of Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, and Dating Violence”. An Empty Place at the Table Exhibit: 10:00

November 3 a.m. —3:00 p.m. Brennan Hall, 5" Floor, University of Scranton. Exhibit part of annual
conference sponsored by the Barbara J. Hart Justice Center. Conference open to -
community. Contact the Barbara J. Hart Justice Center at 570 342-4077

For further information, speak with an advocate or contact Deb (x242) at WRC 570.346.4460

WRC




Women’'s Resour ce Center
Racesfor the Cure
September 9, 2006 saw thousands of supporters running
and walking in support of the Susan G. Komen Race for
the Cure against breast cancer.

The Women' s Resource Center was proud to sponsor a
team in support of women’s health.

For more information or to get involved visit http:/

From left to right:

Back Row: Sharon Zappacosta, Carol Shoener, Colleen Boylan, Kelly Morris,
Jack Connors, Karen Connors, Kristen Baer, Christine Finitzer, Mary Theresa
Ruddy

Dolly Woody,

Sharon Perrotti, Second Row: Romilda Crocamo, Ann Marie Witko, Laura Hart, Joan Boylan,
Mary Teresa Jamie Boylan, Beth Selemba, Linda Hair, Martha Cuomo, Peg Ruddy, Kelly
O'Malley Ruddy, Ruddy

Joan Ruddy

Front Row: Katie Driesbaugh, Lori Pugh, Katie Faramelli, Anna Faramelli, Deb
Svoboda, Eli Svoboda, Sharon Perrotti, Nikol Grybowski

United Way Day of Caring 2006

Volunteers from Pennstar Bank and the University of Scranton
participated in the United Way Day of Caring, September 7, 2006.

WRC was able to have volunteers hel ping empl oyees with computer
training, while other volunteers helped with a painting project. The
United Way Annual Day of Caring is awonderful opportunity for the
Women' s Resource Center to work with community volunteers
wanting to give their time and effort in helping local United Way
member organizations.

Pictured from left to right, Sam DeFazio, WRC Maintenance Supervisor, Bernadette Lepre, Pennstar Bank, Tammy Jackson, Pennstar Bank, Michelle
Scaturro, Pennstar Bank, Gwen Grier, Pennstar Bank, Marlo Wright, Pennstar Bank and Lynn Gavin, University of Scranton

THE CUMMINGS HOUSE HOLDS FUNDRAISER

In mid-September, The Cummings House held a Vera Bradley Round-up, “SHOW AND SELL” fundraiser to
benefit the Women’ s Resource Center.

During a weekend sales event, The Cummings House sold gently used Vera Bradley Handbags, L uggage and
Accessories.

WRC will receive a percentage of the proceeds from the sale, and continues to thank THE CUMMINGS HOUSE
for their ongoing support. Anyone interested in visiting The Cummings House should call (570) 563-1824 for
directions and hours.

WRC




L aw changes help, don®cure domestic violence problem
It's exciting to look back and see how far we've come. But then | sit back

Reprinted from The Scranton Times-Tribune
Wednesday August 2, 2006

BY ERIN L. NISSLEY

STAFF WRITER

Thirteen years ago, Tina Gartley
was just starting to bring about
change in the region with the help
of state grants and some like-minded

people.

Back then, many in the legal

stem were resistant to changesin
the law, and some even denied that
domestic violence was a problem in
the area, or that it affected peoplein
every socioeconomic status.
Protection from abuse orders had
no teeth, and the people on whom
they were served all but ignored
the pieces of paper ordering them to
stay away from avictim.

"1t@ exciting to look back and see
how far we®e come," Ms. Gartl

told the 28 people assembled in the
second-floor meeting room at the
Hilton Scranton and Conference
Center on Tuesday. "But then | sit
back and realize how far we still
haveto go."

The two-hour talk by Ms. Gartley
and two other attorneys from the
Barbara J. Hart Justice Center was
the second day of the People@
Law School, which started 14 years
ago in Scranton. The free event
focused on domestic violence. The
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and realize how far we still haveto go. "
Attorney Tina Gartley , Senior Attorney

Barbara J. Hart Justice Center

"law school" was held on August
1st & 2nd, 2006 and also included
estate planning and elder law.

On Tuesday, Ms. Gartlaetzy went
over law changes that affect
protection from abuse orders, al of
which took effect May 9. The biggest
change hasbeen in the language
about weapons. In the past, only
weapons specifically mentioned
in the application could be
collected by police or sheriff®
deputies. Now, all weapons that
the abuser has can be confiscated.

However, Ms. Gartley cautioned,
the abuser now has 24 hoursto turn
them over. Thisis aproblem, she
said, because studies have shown
that abuse escalatesjust after the
victim leaves, applies for protection
or filesfor divorce.

"The abuser getsto keep those
weapons when it gets most
dangerous for the victim," she
asked. "And what if the order is
served on aFriday? He® keep those
weapons until Monday"

All three attorneys said they hope
they have increased awareness of
domestic violence, especidly since
so many people mistakenly believe it
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doesn®happen often in the region.

"I@n hoping people will be less
inhibited about reporting conduct or
activity that could be potentially
dangerous," said Katherine Anselmi,
an attorney and nurse also affiliated
with the Jutice Center. "I hopethe
people here today will be more
aware of it and report it."

DECIDEDLY DIFFERENT
SUPPORTSTHE WOMEN'S
RESOURCE CENTER

The contemporary craft gallery,
DECIDEDLY DIFFERENT, recently
held a showing of original works of
Kristen Jongen from Soul Soup, with
20% of the sale proceeds going to the
Women's Resource Center.

The event was held in early September,
and featured in “Happenings” August
2006 magazine.

Anyone interested in more information
about the gallery can visit their website
at www.DecidedlyDifferent.net or
call (570) 587-0193
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